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SECTION II .
Ancestors of Samuel & Sarah Elizabeth (Baity) Colclasure

Part 1. COLCLASURE The family name first appeared in America

as Kalklieser in the ship Allen's listing of passengers in 1729,
all recorded in Philadelphia as List 10-A, 10-B, and 10-C, ex-
plained in more detail on the following page. From this original
spelling the '"Colclasure' name evolved over the first seventy five
to one hundred vears after going through many recorded changes
such as Kalckglassr, Kalckglosser, Kalckglaser, Kalkoser, '
Kalkloeser, Colglazier, etc. By early 1800's the name came to be
commonly known as Colclasure.

One can imagine how burdensome the name must have been for early
record keepers in our predominantly English speaking society in
America. Aside from possible errors made by official record keep-
ers in listing the family name, there is little doubt that some
family members contributed to the confusicn, errors and changes .
in spelling from Kalklieser to Colclasure. Even with all the
variations or changes the Colclasure name has maintained much of
its Germanic sound and character. '

The Colclasure spelling is used throughout this family history
except when referring to source information or where taken from
established records, in which instance the spelling is given as
found.

Like many other families it is unfortunate that the early
Colclasures were not good family record keepers. If only such
information had been written down for the benefit of later
generations, it would make a most fascinating story today.
FEven so. logically reasoned calculations about early family
members along with that which is known is recorded here as a
beginning pool of information to which more can be added or
corrections made at anvtime.
Strong recorded evidence indicates that Alexander Mack, a religious zealot and leader of Baptisis
(*Dunkers”) wai the dominant sotivating force that influenced many, including oer impigrant Lolclasures,
into leaving or flesing as refugees froa their native hoseland for & new and pore promising life in fwerica.

One should pause to reflect upon why the first Colclasures in Raerica Jeft their native home land
in Germany. The Menmonites had formed the "Frankfort Land Company® in Bersany for the purpose of starting
a colony in Fennsylvania and in 1683 and 1698 tuo graups artived and settled at Germantown, Pennsylvania,

The Baptists in Germany developed in 1708 as & result of the Treaty of Restphalia which divided re-
ligien among three churches - Roman Catholic, Lutherdn, and Lalvinistic Reformed. ARlexander Nack, i
wealthy aerchant of Shreishein on the Bergstrasse, mas their leader and teacher It was under his
leadership that two groups of Baptists wigrated in 1719 and 1729 froa Geraany and setfled at the Geraan-
tonn community.’

On Septesber 11, 1729 John Hendrick Ralklieser, his nife, Rgnis, and their four children,
Jacob, Emanuell, Christopher, and Naria arrived it the colonial port of Philadelphiz, Pennsylvania,
They boarded the English ship "Allen” (referred to by some as "Nack’s Refugee Ship®) with James Craiges
as Ship Naster and seiled from Rotterdan by way of England to Aaerica. O September [§, 1729 the ship's
passenger list #10-R was presented at the courthouse in Philadelphia as required for entry into the
colonial records according to existing ainutes of Ithe Colenial Louncil at that tise, TIwe other lists,
#10-B and #10-C were also required for other purposes but the #10-h list is considered to be the most
coaplete and authentic, MNen, women, and children were listed separate!y."



0f the 126 passengers abaard the ship "Allen” in 1729 fifty nine were frop the Palatines
(separate principalities and dukedons). The John Hendrick Kalklieser fawily were among the fifty nine
Palatines and were from town of Frankenthal, south of Noras an west side of the Rhine River in the
Alsace-Lorraine pegian where he Is believed te have been bern in 1678,

It is a notemorthy fact that Alexander Kack is listed first among the passengers on the ship, in
list #10~8, with his sons Jonnes, Felte, and Alexander 11 next in line. Fifth on this list is the name
of John Hendrick Kalklieser followed by his three sons, Jacob and Emancell with Christopher listed
tventy second aseng the sen, The wives (aothers in these two fanily groups) and the daughter of John
Jobn Hendrick, Naria, are listed anong the wosen passengers. Froa this it is logical to assume that &
2 close bond of friendship existed betmeen the Kack and Kalklieser fanilies, giving further cause to
helieve that Alexander Mack exercised considerable inflaence over the Kalklieser family as well as over
post of the other Palatine passengers on board this ship. '

The lack of religious freedos and fear of persecution for religious belief was without doubt the
aain reason for their immigration to Paerice, Another reason was the constant threat of wilitery ir
pressaent, where in that day sen were grabbed off the streets and byways and thrown into the aray.
against their will without civil recourse, to serve as rented-out saldiers te pther countries ds so-
called *mercenaries” to fill the dwindling coffers of the sore or less independent Geraanic prinzipali-
ties and dukedons. OF coerse, there was the ever alluring hopes and dreans of & better life in
Aaerics with abundant financial opportunities not found in Eurape.

In 1734 John Bendrick Ralklieser owned farty tuo acres of land in Eerlantum:.‘3

Blexander Mack died in 1734 and John fendrick Ralklieser succeeded him as Ieadef gf the German-
town Brethren but because of divisions within their religious coanunity seze of they decided to join 3
sinilar grodp at Ephrata, Pemnsylvania in 1716, +

At the Ephrata Lloister Johanp Keinrich Kalkglasser was kmown as *Brother Joel® and his birth
date is given as 1678 and death date as Deceaber 29, 1748 but it is pointed cut that these nay be
spiriteal dates and not calendar dates.

*Bie Blt Schwester® d 1759 and it is believed that she was the wife of J. K. Kalkglasser. Bath
died at Epbrata Cloister and were buried in *fod’s Acre’, 5

The will of Johann Reinrich Kalkglasser was probated on October 20, 1740 and in it he nared two of
his sons, Jacob and Emanuell, Later, on April IS, 1749 his wife's {Agnis) will was probated and in it
she naded their four children - Jacob, Emanuell, Jotn, and Mary Nagdalena. &

The Ephrata [loister is located about eleven ailes frod Lancaster, Pennsyivania on the Localice
Creck and some of the baildings are still there today and open to public tours. The Lloister was similer
to @ Catholic Komastery except that both sen and women lived there under very rigid rules. ALl ware
white habits. Sove lived and worked inside the Cloister walls while others lived and worked nearby out-
side the walls. It is not known whether the Kalkglassers lived inside the confines but they probably did
because he was an Elder. Those on the outside worked in the fields, woods, or at the will nhile those
on the inside labored at shoewaking, tailoring, weaving cloth and ether handcrafts, All that was pro-
duced was far use at the Cloister except for itess sold on the opedn market to secure pecessary funds.?

Proof has not been found that Jonn Hendrick Kalklieser is our
gncestor but all evidence seems to point that he was. It is
interesting to note that in "Songer Saga - The Legend and Lore of
Clay County, Illinois", Part I by Dean Love, 1973 we find "I find
the advent of Colclasures into the country goes back as far as
Mach's Refugee Ship in 1729 and Johann Henrich Kolckglasser from
Sermany .



